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Inter-professional education at Keele



Background

• Students on health-related undergraduate 

programmes at Keele University undertake Inter-

Professional Education (IPE) as part of their 

degree

• There are different tasks for each level of study

• The aim of IPE at Keele is to increase students’ 

awareness of the roles of other healthcare 

professionals and learn from each other through 

a series of group activities
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The Task



The task – online learning tool

• Individual deliberation on an ethical dilemma 

– 2 weeks to complete

• Inter-professional, small group participation with 

discussion board

– 2 weeks to complete

• Completion of proforma about approach to case 

and link to each professions’ code of practice

– Completed alongside the discussion board



Online learning tool in action



Online learning tool in action



Discussion boards



The 

Evaluation



Aim

To determine whether use of the online learning 

tool helped to:

• Further develop students’ ethical reasoning skills 

through completion of an ethical case

• Raise awareness of the ethical viewpoints of 

different professional groups



Method

• Participants asked to complete questionnaire 

composed of statements about the online 

learning tool and learning experience

• Composed of 5 point Likert rating scales and 

free text comment fields



Sample size

• Completed by 2015, 2016 and 2017 cohorts

– 1313 students invited to participate with case 

– 1051 (80%) completed the case

– 581 students completed the evaluation 



Results

Statement 2015/16

Positive 

View

2016/17

Positive 

View

2017/18

Positive 

View

Mean

Positive 

View

The online learning resource adds an 

additional dimension to developing ethical 

reasoning skills

66%

n = 122/185

79%

n = 119/150 

68%

n = 167/246

71%

n = 408/581

Completing the case helped me to explore

the ethical issues in depth

71%

n = 131/185

77%

n = 116/150

68%

n = 167/246

71%

n = 414/581

The discussion board allowed in-depth 

consideration of the ethical issues

56%

n = 104/185

73%

n = 110/150

67%

n = 165/246

65%

n = 379/581

The online tool is a suitable format to learn 

alongside students from other disciplines

53%

n = 98/185

74%

n = 111/150

67%

n = 165/246

64%

n = 374/581

“Positive view” refers to responses of ‘Strongly Agree’ or ‘Agree’ when 

using the Likert rating scales for each statement



Results

Statement 2015/16

Positive 

View

2016/17

Positive 

View

2017/18

Positive 

View

Mean

Positive 

View

Completing the online IPE process has 

raised my awareness of the views of other 

professionals

62%

n = 115/185

74%

n = 111/150

70%

n = 172/246

69%

n = 398/581

I was given sufficient support when needed 

throughout the online IPE experience

65%

n = 120/185

79%

n = 119/150

70%

n = 172/246

71%

n = 411/581



Results

• Chi-squared analysis of the responses from 

2015 and 2017 demonstrated a significant 

increase in:

– Students reporting the discussion board allowing in-

depth consideration of the ethical issues (p<0.05)

– Students feeling that the online tool was a suitable 

format to learn alongside students from other 

disciplines (p<0.05)



Positive feedback

• “…helps you appreciate the importance of 

multidisciplinary team working when caring for 

patients”

• “…challenging and explores views of other 

healthcare professionals. It also improves your 

negotiation and communication skills”



Positive feedback

• “…allowed me to see things from other 

professionals’ point of view”

• “Excellent for reflecting on the opinions of others 

and exploring new ideas. It also addressed 

topics that may be encountered in future 

practice”

• “Encourages debate in a safe environment 

where you can think about what you want to say”



Positive feedback

• “…debate views in depth – students are a lot 

more confident online”

• “…(encourages) teamwork and cooperation to 

complete tasks with a similar goal”



Negative feedback

• The majority of negative feedback centred 

around difficulty using the system or lack of 

support in using the system

• Others reported concerns about ensuring all 

students participate



Conclusions

• The online inter-professional learning task has 

proved to be a positive experience for students 

from the four schools

• Approximately two-thirds of students felt that the 

online tool enhanced their ethical reasoning and 

was a valuable inter-professional learning 

experience



Useful information

Matthew Stibbs (on behalf of the VX IPE team)

m.b.stibbs@keele.ac.uk

Values Exchange

https://www.vxcommunity.com/

Demonstration available from 

https://vimeo.com/303091887

Password: INHWE2019

mailto:m.b.stibbs@keele.ac.uk
https://www.vxcommunity.com/
https://vimeo.com/303091887


Thank you


